A paper presented at the conference on
“*Combining Qualitative and Quantitative
Methods in Development Research”
1-2 July 2002, University of Wales,
Swansea

By Charles Ehrhart
Technical Advisor to the Tanzania PPA



What'sin store...

This presentetion is going to teke Tanzania’'s Poverty Monitoring System as a case
study. It will then use this case sudy to:

Review anumber of key concepts aready defined by others

« Suggest a meta-digtinction above “ contextud” vs. “non-contextua research”

Poverty Monitoring System

In many countries around the world, well-intentioned inditutions & actors have lacked
aufficient information to desgn, monitor, evduae and evolve highly effective pro-

poor policies.
The Government of Tanzania became aware of the dtuation's siousness in the
process of drafting its Nationa Poverty Eradication Strategy (1997). Nonetheless,

remedid steps did not begin in earnest until late 2000 — when working towards HIPC
completion point provided compelling motivation to mobilize necessary resources.

What does the Poverty Monitoring System do?

The Poverty Monitoring System coordinates implementation/ collection, andyss and
dissemination of:

Nationd and sub-nationd surveys & the census

Routine adminisgtrative data provided by loca government & sector ministries

In-depth “ contextual” research

“Contextua” Research

It has been suggested tha research approaches can be usefully characterized on the
bass of the degree to which they “attempt to capture a socid phenomenon within its
sociad, economic and culturd context” (Booth, et al. 1998).  Accordingly,
ethnographic research and even survey-based longitudind sudies of a single village
would be described as contextual.

In contrast, non-contextual research is desgned to “collect information untainted by
the particularities of the context in which it is collected” (ibid.)



“Contextual” Research in Tanzania s Poverty
Monitoring System

« Aspects of poverty a@out which we know too little to be able to identify pertinent
indicators for survey-based exploration

Information about causality

- Information about the impact of Poverty Reduction Strategies & Programs

» The assumptions underlying approaches to poverty dleviaion

“TSED”

Informetion from the Poverty Monitoring System'’ s different branches is assembled in
a one-stop shopping Site cdled the Tanzania Socio-economic Database (TSED)

This interactive database is on the web and on CD-ROM. It is(in theory) accessible to
al sakeholders...

Annual Poverty & Human Development Report

Information and key conclusons generated through the Poverty Monitoring System are
adso compiled in an Annud Poverty & Human Development Report.  This is the main
annud output of the Poverty Monitoring System

The Report “merges’ (Carvalho & White 1997) different data types collected through
different research methodologies.

Organizationa Arrangements

A “Poverty Reduction Strategy Technical Committeg” is respongble for the Poverty
Monitoring Sysem a a whole.  However, activities are directed by four smdl
technica working groups. These are:

- The Working Group on Surveys & the Census

- TheWorking Group on Routine Data Systems
- The Working Group on Research and Analyss
- The Working Group on Dissemination, Sengtization & Advocacy



The Working Group on Research & Analysis

The Research & Andysis Working Group is responsible for directing:
Implementation of “ contextual” research

Implementation of routine Participatory Poverty Assessments
Production of the Annual Poverty & Human Development Report

What can this case study offer us today?

Didtinction between data- types and methodologies
Didtinction between methodologies & methods
Digtinction between professiond-controlled & participatory methodologies

Data-types

Data can usefully be characterized as quantitative or qualitative.
Quantitetive data is data expressed in terms of an amount. ..

Qudlitative data is data about the nature of things...

Conclusions about Data-types

Both contextua and non-contextual research regularly collect quantitative and

quditative data

Paticipatory research regularly generates, as a dep in its processes, both

quantitative and qualitative data

The “habit of referring to nonsurvey enquiries as ‘quditative is unhdpful” (Booth,

et al. 1998)...

Actudly, spesking of quditaive and quantitative research “approaches’

“methodologies’ is mideading and, in practice, deeply counter-productive to

designing a combined approach to poverty monitoring.



Methodologies & Methods

A methodology is a way of trying to gather information and learn about redity. It

entals explict rules and many implict assumptions about the nature of knowledge,
where it comes from and who can get it.

M ethods are the nuts and bolts, or tools, of data collection and interpretation.

Professional-based & Participatory
Methodologies

Participatory research is a methodological process wherein professonds and
“everyday experts’ collaborate to gather, order and anayze information.

In professional-controlled (i.e. conventional) research processes, information is
ordered and andyzed solely by dlite professionals.

Hmmmm....

So, participatory research can:
Use methods such as Venn Diagrams and “Magnitude Estimation”
« To generate quditative and quantitative data

What definesit as*” participatory” is, therefore, not its data-type or even the methods it
uses. Instead, the key question iswho gets to work with the data and transform it into
meaning and action...

Research that uses visual methods, such as Seasond Cdendars, is not “participatory”
if it does not involve ordinary people in the ordering and interpretation of data This is
why it has been and remains useful to distinguish between “RRA” and “PRA.”

More “Conclusions’

Data-types are routindy merged in both professiona- based and participatory research
Participatory research is a process (much like a dance) in which different groups (eg.
professional researchers & everyday experts) can aternate “taking the lead”

It is possble, and often hdpful, to use the results of conventiond survey in
participatory research

It is possible to undertake participatory surveys (i.e. “grassroots surveys’)



