Terms of Reference for:

The 2002/3 PPA “ Concluding Synthesis and Analysis Wor kshop”

1. Introduction

Inditutions committed to poverty dleviaion must have idess aout why it occurs
why it perdss and how it can be overcome to guide their work. Indeed, they have
dways opeated on the bass of specific theories @bout poverty that reflect their
underganding of culturd, socid and economic redlities.

Snce the second hdf of the 1980s public inditutions have developed increesingly
sophidticated  multi-topic surveys as ther preferred means to messure, andyse and
learn about poverty. In contrast with sngle-topic surveys (such as Employment,
Income and Expenditure Surveys), these multi-topic Household Surveys are designed
to generate information on a wide range of isues intimatey linked to household
welfare. At the same time, private devdopment ad inditutions and, to a lesser extent,
academic  inditutions were rapidy pionering a “paticipaory  gpproach’  to
deveoping information and understanding about poverty. In ther current forms both
methodologies involve poor people in the production of data The primary difference
between participatory and survey-based research is that the former systematicaly
involves poor people in the analysis of its findings. It is this andyss, as much as the
raw data, which isthen synthesised to inform pro-poor policies

Some of the advantages to Participatory Policy Research are obvious. Fird, data
andyss does not depend on speculation by urban elites about the conditions poor
people face. Indead, it is the result of ordinary people reflecting on, theorisng about,
debeting and explaining the world in which they live. Second, Paticipatory Policy
Research contributes to socid  democratisation by engaging ordinary  dtizens in
policymaking processes.

On the bass of these characteridtics, the Government of Tanzania has decided to
make Participatory Policy Research, in the form of Perticipatory Poverty Assessments
(PPAS), aroutine part of its Poverty Monitoring System.

The 1™ PPA Cyde began in January 2002 and will run through December 2003.
Ressarch will be conducted from March to July 2002 in thirty Stes disributed
throughout manland Tanzenia (see http://www.esftz.org/ppalabout.ntm  for  further
detalls).  Writingup will take place from July to December, while work during 2003
will focus on pro-poor public policy advocacy and planning the next PPA Cydle.

2. 1% Synthesis and Analysis Workshop

Perhaps the most ggnificant difference between participatory and other research
methodologies is that the former involves en situ andyss  Thus, in Participatory
Policy Research, information and underganding is developed through the criticd
examindgion of data by and with ordinary people (i.e the “everyday experts’ on
poverty/poverty-rdaed phenomend). Though invduable, this is insufficient because



concepts and conclusons cannat, in such a context, be readily brought into relaion

with results from other Sites.

Therefore, the PPA Research Teams paused hadfway through ther fieldwork

itineraries to regroup in Dar es Sdaam for a Mid-term Workshop.  The specific goas

of the Workshop included:

> Synthessing prdiminary results

> ldentifying emergent paiterns

> Asessng the degree to which specific ressarch results needed to be darified,
verified or pursued further

> Devdoping a summay of 1% round results to share with stakeholders in a ¥ day
“Feedback Sesson”

Fallowing this Workshop, Teams dispersed to their 2 round of fifteen research sites.
3. Concluding Synthesis & Analysis Workshop

By 5" July, the PPA Research Teams will have returned to Dar es Sdaam. The
folowing Monday, they will assemble for a “Conduding Synthess & Andyss
Workshop.”  The Workshop's overarching objective is to identify key issues and
messages to weave into the 2002/3 National Report and Policy Briefing Papers.

3.1  SpecificGoals

Specific Gods of the Concluding Synthess & Anadyss Workshop include drawing on

fieldwork experiences to agree on an gppropriate agenda and, tentetively, to:

a ldentify the most powerful and pervasve impoverishing forces (both a locd and
larger levels) in Tanzania

o Intepret the meaning of “vulnerability” in redaion to these and other
impoverishing forces

o Explore when, how and why impoverishing forces dffect divarse socid groups
differently

o Explore when, how and why people in diffeeent socid groups react to
impoverishing forces as they do

0 Understand the complex consequences of various coping strategies

o Explore the rdationship between specific policies, impoverishment and coping
Srategies

o Explore higoric changes in the nature of impoverishing forces and how people
have responded to them

o Recommend a framework for the 2002/3 National Report

0 Recommend priority subjectsfor Policy Briefing Papers

O Identify the specid interests of Research Partners and their Inditutions to guide
priority consultation during the process of writing-up the Nationd Report and
Palicy Briefing Papers

O Identify indituions and individuds outdde the Implementing Consortium to
involve in dements of the writing-up process



3.2  Participants

In order to redise these goals, Team Leaders, Research Interns and Research Partners
ae expected to dtend dl sessons.  In addition, each inditution in the Implementing
Consortium is welcome to send one additiond gtaff member to any or dl sessons A
gndl number of obsarvers and externd specidigs will dso be invited by the PPA
Management Team to attend — and, in some cases, help facilitate — the Workshop.

3.3 Venue

The Conduding Synthess & Anayss Workshop will be conducted daly, 9:00 am.
sharp through 5:00 pm. from the 8" to 12" of July in the ESRF Conference Hall.



